
Bible Study — Nietzsche vs. the Index
The Genealogy of Morals tested against 31,086 verse windows · Monastery Upgrade

Method
No paraphrase allowed. The full public-domain text of the Genealogy (1887) was pulled
from  Project  Gutenberg,  the  load-bearing  claims  were  extracted  in  Nietzsche's  own
formulations,  and  each  was  run  verbatim  as  a  query  against  a  hybrid  semantic  +
keyword index of 31,086 Bible verse windows (BSB text). Every citation below resolved
to  a  real  address  before  being  quoted  —  the  isaiah-54-17  gate,  applied  to  the  study
itself.

Claim 1 — the value-inversion
Nietzsche,  First  Essay  §7:  "the  wretched  are  alone  the  good;  the  poor,  the  weak,  the
lowly,  are  alone  the  good;  the  suffering,  the  needy,  the  sick,  the  loathsome,  are  the
only ones who are pious, the only ones who are blessed... you aristocrats, you men of
power, you are to all eternity the evil."
The index returns the Beatitudes, the Lucan woes, and Paul's thesis statement:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God... But woe to you who
are rich, for you have already received your comfort.”
Luke 6:20, 24 · BSB
“God  chose  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  shame the  strong...  so  that  no  one  may
boast in His presence.”
1 Corinthians 1:27, 29 · BSB
→ CONFIRMED
Nietzsche  described  the  text  accurately.  The  inversion  is  really  there,  in  both
testaments. This part of his case is not debatable — he was quoting, not inventing.

Claim 2 — love grew from the trunk of revenge
Nietzsche,  First  Essay  §8:  from  "that  tree  of  revenge  and  hate...  there  grew  a
phenomenon  which  was  equally  incomparable,  a  new  love"  —  and  "beware  of
supposing that this love" is "a real negation of that thirst for revenge."
The index finds no passage presenting love as the fruit of revenge. The closest hit runs
the opposite direction:
“Because of the multiplication of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.”
Matthew 24:12 · BSB
→ NOT FOUND
This is  Nietzsche's genealogical  speculation,  not the text's  account of  itself.  The Bible
describes love decaying under wickedness — never love being manufactured by it.

Claim 3 — priests as history's great haters
Nietzsche,  First  Essay  §7:  "the  really  great  haters  in  the  history  of  the  world  have
always been priests."
The index surfaces the photographic negative — the ideal priest as defined by the text
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itself:
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses.”
Hebrews 4:15 · BSB
The Bible does condemn corrupt priests — Hosea 4, Malachi 2, the woes of Matthew 23
— but as corruption of the office, never as its essence. Nietzsche's hater-priest exists in
the text only as the failure mode, not the job description.

→ CONTESTED
The non-obvious contradiction
The  sharper  reading  of  Nietzsche  is  not  'the  weak  flipped  the  scoreboard.'  It  is  the
contradiction hiding in plain sight: a religion that says 'do not take revenge' also says
God will handle the revenge — and it will be worse. Humility on the label, power move
inside. The index handed us the exhibit unprompted:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. For in so doing, you
will heap burning coals on his head.”
Romans 12:20 · BSB
The kindness is  instrumental.  Be good to them so God punishes them harder.  That  is
the  contradiction  sitting  in  the  open,  wearing  a  halo  —  and  it  is  the  strongest  thing
Nietzsche ever pointed at.

Bottom line
Nietzsche's description of the text survives contact with the index. His genealogy of it
— where  the  values  came from — does  not.  The  inversion  is  real;  the  revenge-origin
story is his, not the Bible's.

Monastery Upgrade · Bible Study · p. 2/2


