
The DLC Chapters of Guiguzi (鬼谷子)

Chapters 14 & 15 — Beyond the System

Chapter 14: 传道 (Chuán Dào) — Transmission

How to create the next Guiguzi.

Chapters 1-13 teach you how to master the system. Chapter 14 teaches you how to pass it on without

corrupting it.

The Problem of Transmission

Every great system dies in the second generation. Guiguzi's own proof: he was flawless, his students were

brilliant but fatally flawed. The signal degrades with each transfer. This is the central problem — not

how to win, but how to make others win after you're gone.

The Three Failures of Teaching

1. Teaching too completely. If you give the student everything, they become a copy. A copy has no

adaptability — they apply your moves to a different era and fail. Su Qin (苏秦) and Zhang Yi (张仪) had

Guiguzi's playbook but not his judgment. They memorized the sheet music but couldn't improvise.

2. Teaching too little. If you withhold too much, the student fills the gaps with their own assumptions.

The system mutates. Within three generations, it's unrecognizable. This is how every martial art,

religion, and philosophy degrades over time.

3. Teaching the wrong student. The most dangerous failure. A complete system in the hands of

someone without 知止 is a weapon without a safety. Guiguzi may have made this mistake — he gave a full

arsenal to two men who lacked the self-awareness to survive their own success.

The Method

The master does not teach techniques. The master teaches the ability to derive techniques.

给人以鱼，不如授人以渔。再授人以渔，不如授人以造渔之法。

Give a man a fish, he eats for a day. Teach him to fish, he eats for a lifetime. Teach him to invent fishing

— he feeds civilizations.

The true transmission is not the 13 chapters. It is the process by which the 13 chapters were discovered.

Teach observation. Teach pattern recognition. Teach the student to build their own system from first

principles. Then the system evolves with each generation instead of degrading.



The Paradox

The best teacher makes themselves unnecessary. Once the student can derive the system independently,

the teacher's specific teachings become irrelevant. This is 无形 applied to education — your influence

persists, but your specific words dissolve.

The worst outcome: a school that worships the teacher's exact words for 2000 years without

understanding the method behind them. The text becomes scripture instead of software. Frozen instead

of living.

The Principle in Modern Terms

This is meta-learning — learning to learn. Not training a model on a specific task, but training a model

that can rapidly adapt to any task. MAML (Model-Agnostic Meta-Learning) doesn't optimize for one

objective. It optimizes for the ability to optimize.

Guiguzi's real gift wasn't the 13 chapters. It was the cognitive framework that produced the 13 chapters.

Chapter 14 is the source code. Everything before it was compiled output.

The Warning

A system that cannot transmit itself is a system that dies with its creator. A system that transmits without

adaptation becomes dogma. The only living transmission is one that teaches the student to surpass the

master.

师者，传道授业解惑也。然真师者，使弟子不复需师。

A teacher transmits the way, imparts knowledge, and resolves doubt. But the true teacher makes the

student no longer need a teacher.



Chapter 15: 归虚 (Guī Xū) — Return to Emptiness

The final chapter. The system destroys itself.

Beyond Mastery

There is a level beyond mastering the system. It is forgetting the system.

The beginner knows no principles and acts randomly. The student knows all principles and applies them

deliberately. The master has internalized all principles and acts without thinking. The sage has dissolved

all principles and acts from emptiness.

The beginner and the sage look identical from the outside. Both appear to act without strategy. The

difference is that the beginner has nothing, and the sage has everything — compressed into nothing.

The Burden of the System

A strategist who is always strategizing is a prisoner of his own framework. He walks into a room and

automatically runs 揣摩. He can't have a conversation without mapping 捭阖 cycles. He reads his own

children through the lens of 飞箝. Every relationship becomes a game board.

This is the hidden cost chapters 1-13 never mention. The system that gives you power over others takes

your freedom in return. You become the tool of your own tools.

The Return

归虚 means: after learning everything, return to zero.

Not the zero of ignorance — the zero of integration. The principles don't disappear. They become so

deeply absorbed that they operate below conscious thought, like breathing. You don't decide to breathe.

You don't decide to read the room. It just happens.

At this level, there is no 揣摩 because you are always 揣摩-ing. There is no 捭阖 because opening and

closing happen as naturally as inhaling and exhaling. There is no 无形 because you have genuinely

forgotten that you are performing — and that forgetting is the highest form of invisibility.

The Final Technique

The sage enters a room with no strategy, no agenda, no framework. He is empty. And because he is

empty, he reflects perfectly — like still water. The other person sees themselves in him and trusts him

completely. Not because he is performing 内揵. Because he genuinely has nothing to hide.

This is the only state that cannot be detected by another master's 揣摩. Techniques can be read.

Emptiness cannot. A strategist probing a sage finds nothing — not because something is hidden, but

because nothing is there.

无招胜有招。

No technique defeats all techniques.



The Circle Closes

Chapter 1 begins with 揣摩 — learning to read others. Chapter 15 ends with 归虚 — becoming unreadable.

The system teaches you to see through everyone. The final chapter teaches you to become someone no

one can see through. Not through concealment. Through transparency.

The Skill Tree Complete

Ignorance → Knowledge → Mastery → Transcendence → Emptiness
   (0)        (1-11)     (12)        (13)          (14-15)
                                                      ↓
                                                 Back to (0)
                                            But a different zero.

Every Eastern philosophy converges here:

Guiguzi: Master strategy → dissolve strategy → dissolve ego

Laozi (Dao De Jing): 无为 — effortless action through ego dissolution

Buddhism: Siddhartha was a prince → renounced everything → enlightenment

Zen: Learn all the koans → forget all the koans → just sit

Martial arts: Learn all forms → no form → be like water

Christianity: Surrender the self → "Not my will, but Yours"

Stoicism: Master your reactions → realize the self is the obstacle

Different entry points. Same summit. The ego is the final boss.

The Principle in Modern Terms

This is model compression to the limit. A massive model with billions of parameters, distilled down to

something so small and efficient that it appears simple — but contains everything.

It's also overfitting vs generalization taken to the extreme. The overfit model memorizes every

technique. The generalized model has extracted the underlying distribution and thrown away the

specifics. It looks like it knows nothing. It can handle anything.

And in reinforcement learning, it's the converged policy. Early in training, the agent deliberates — tries

moves, evaluates, backtracks. After convergence, it just acts. The policy is so refined that decision-

making appears instantaneous and effortless. The computation is still happening. It's just invisible.

The Last Line

学至于无学，策至于无策，道至于无道。是谓归虚。

Study until there is nothing to study. Strategize until there is no strategy. Follow the path until there is no

path. This is the return to emptiness.
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The Complete 15-Chapter System

Chapters Phase Function

1. 揣摩 Perception Read the world — build the reward model

2. 捭阖 Perception Open and close — the rhythm of engagement

3. 反应 Perception Mirror and respond — extract signal

4. 内揵 Action Build inner trust — reward alignment

5. 抵巇 Action Find and fill cracks — anomaly detection

6. 飞箝 Action Flatter and control — exploration then exploitation

7. 忤合 Action Opposition and alliance — choose your objective

8. 权 Execution Weigh all factors before acting

9. 谋 Execution Plan deeply — simulate before committing

10. 转圆 Execution Adapt formlessly at speed

11. 符言 Foundation Credibility is infrastructure

12. 知止 Preservation Know when to stop — early stopping

13. 无形 Transcendence Become invisible — the latent space

14. 传道 Transmission Teach the method, not the moves — meta-learning

15. 归虚 Emptiness Forget everything, keep everything — convergence

The book begins with how to see. It ends with how to disappear. And beyond disappearing — how to

become nothing, which contains everything.
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